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Biruma no Shi Kha: An Excerpt

Bis ! “Mingalarbar®, a word of greeting meaning best wishes to you, is commo

nly used in Myanmar. Myanmar was formerly known as Burma. Biruma n

T E

o Tategoto, a famous classic movie introduced cur country to m of Ja

panese people in those days. But only thing contradicted to the real situ

ation is that the Buddhist monks are not supposed to play the harp “tate
goto”. The theme and the presentation was quite interesting and impress
ve.

Myanmar is wider than Japan two times and lesser in population about h

alf, sixty millions only. However the number of dental graduates produce

d is just more than thirty thousands. Two national dental universities, Yan
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gon and Mandalay conferred B.D.S. degrees to 2648 graduates and 973
graduates respectively with a very few number from the dental departm

ent of Military Medical university. The aim of the universities is to produce basic dental surgeons for the
grassroot level. Unfortunately, majority is sticking for private practice to the big towns where anly 30%

of total population is residing. There is also a certain group of graduates waiting for the government em
ployment. According to the records of Myanmar Dental Council, 2400 active dentists are registered for
dental license. Among them 403 dentists are warking at the various hospitals over the country. About 1
400 dentis

ts are private practitioners. Myanmar has no health insurance system at yet. The basic dental
treatment such as extraction, filling and cral prophylaxis can be free of charge at the government hospi
tals. All sorts of treatment including prostheses are out of pocket system at the private dental clinics. A
s an average fee, US $ 10 for one extraction, one filling, scaling and polishing; US $ 50 for cne endadon
tics: USE 100 for one porcelain crown, short span partial denture; US $ 300 for complete denture; etc.. '
A total number of 127 dentists are working with the universities at various positions. " R
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